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eva-marie.kessler@medicalschool-berlin.de 

 
 
Current position  
Professor of Geropsychology 
Head of the MSB outpatient psychotherapy clinic for older adults (PSYTA) 
  
Academic education 

• 2014 Habilitation; venia legendi in Psychology; Heidelberg University 
• 2006 PhD in Psychology; Jacobs University Bremen 
• 2002 Diploma in Psychology (equivalent to M.Sc.); Dresden University 

 
Academic positions 

• Since 2015 Professor of Geropsychology, MSB Medical School Berlin 
• 2012-2015 Independent junior research group leader, Network on Aging Research 

(NAR), Heidelberg University 
• 2008-2012 Postdoc, Network on Aging Research (NAR), Heidelberg University 
• 2002-2008 Research Associate & Postdoctoral Fellow, Jacobs Center, Jacobs 

University Bremen 

Clinical degrees 
License as a psychological psychotherapist  
 
Positions in Scientific societies and networks 

• Speaker of the Special interest group “Clinical Geropsychology and –psychotherapy” 
of the German Psychological Society (DGPs) (since 2021) 

• Member of the presidium of the German Society of Gerontology and Geriatrics 
(DGGG) (2016 – 2020) 

• Member of the Scientific Network "Images of Aging: Via a Dynamic Life-span Model 
to New Perspectives for Research and Practice" funded by the German Research 
Foundation (DFG) (since 2016) 

 
Scientific awards 

• 2014 Margret-and-Paul-Baltes-Award for outstanding habilitation theses, German 
Society of Gerontology and Geriatrics (DGGG) 

• 2014 Theo-und-Friedl-Schöller- Award for Geriatric Medicine, Centre for Geriatric 
Medicine at Nuremberg Clinic 

• 2010-2015 Margarete-von-Wrangell-Habilitation Grant, Ministry of Science, Research 
and the Arts Baden-Württemberg 

• 2008-2010 Scholarship from Network on Aging Research, NAR Kolleg, Heidelberg 
University 

• 2007 Margret-and-Paul-Baltes Doctoral Dissertation Award for outstanding 
dissertations, German Psychological Society (DGPs) 

 



Research topics 
• Views on aging across the lifepan 
• Ageism in health care settings 
• Psychotherapy with vulnerable older adults 
• Psychological resources and resilience in old age 

 
Current research projects 

• Principle Investigator: “PSY-CARE: Outpatient psychotherapy for home-living 
vulnerable older adults with depression“ (funded by the German Innovation Fund of 
the German Federal Joint Committee) 

• Principle Investigator: „IM/AGE-19: HOW CAN WE SHIELD THE WEAK? – Media 
representations of older people in the course of the corona pandemic“ (funded by 
Josef und Luise Kraft-Stiftung) 

• Principle Investigator: “Age_ISM: Views on aging and discrimination” (funded by the 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth BMFSFJ) 

 
Associate Editor of scientific journals 

• „GeroPsych - The Journal of Gerontopsychology and Geriatric Psychiatry“ (2014-
2020) 

• „Psychotherapie im Alter“ [Psychotherapy in old age] (since 2014) 
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